
Mark Eifler and Faril Bunner, Directors 
Castle Band 
Castle High School 
3344 Highway 261, Newburgh, IN  47630 
812-853-3331 – School 
812-853-2009 – Band Room 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Castle Bands!   
 
We’re very excited to have your student on board with this great program!   
 
Castle Bands are directly linked with Castle High School and are a part of the regular 
school day curriculum.  Students receive Fine Arts credit for participation in our daily 
classes as well as our co-curricular programs.   
 
Our mission statement at Castle Bands is:  “Enriching lives through music…one student 
at a time.”  We aim to take your student through a four year learning process that does 
not just affect them musically.  Training in leadership, discipline, teamwork, and 
excellence will only be the tip of what your student will learn by being a part of the 
program.   
 
We have many great opportunities through our program for your student to learn and 
grow as an individual.  There is hardly a limit to what your student can learn while in this 
program!  We hope this packet will help answer any concerns or questions you may have 
about the program.   
 
Again, we’re very excited to have you with us!  If you have any questions please contact 
Mark Eifler (meifler@warrick.k12.in.us) or Faril Bunner (FBunner@warrick.k12.in.us) 
and we’ll be happy to answer them!   
 
 
 
 
Mark Eifler      Faril Bunner 
Director of Bands     Asst. Director of Bands 
 
 
 
 

Enriching lives through music…one student at a time 
 



 
 

CLASS SCHEDULE: 
 

Fall: 
2nd Period – Beginning Piano 

3rd Period – Freshman Winds / Advanced Piano (for upperclassmen) 
4th Period – Upperclassmen Winds 
5th Period – Percussion Ensemble 

6th Period – Theory 1 / Color Guard / Independent Study 
 
Freshman Winds – All 9th grade wind instrument musicians will be placed in this class.  Students will gain ensemble 
musicianship skills as well as individual pedagogical training from the band staff.  The class program will transition between 
marching band and concert band literature.   
 
Upperclassmen Winds – For musicians in the 10th through 12th grade.  This class focuses on upper level training for wind 
musicians.  This class will transition between marching band and concert band literature.   
 
Percussion Ensemble – All percussion musicians will be placed in this class.  The students will receive training on mallet 
and battery equipment.  The class will transition between marching band and concert percussion literature.  
 
Theory 1 – This course is designed for the sophomore level on up.  It is an introduction to music production, writing/notation, 
and fundamental academic skills.  This is not a performance course.   
 
Color Guard – This class is for the color guard performers who do not play a musical instrument.  Students will learn 
fundamental dance skills and color guard performance techniques.  Students that play wind instruments but are in color guard 
will be assigned to the proper winds class.   
 
Independent Study – This class is designed for the upperclassmen that choose to further develop their fundamental 
understanding of their own instrument.  Admittance into this class requires the consent of the instructor.   
 

Spring: 
2nd Period – Beginning Piano (contd. from 1st semester) 

3rd Period – Concert Band 
4th Period – Wind Ensemble 
5th Period – Symphonic Band 

6th Period – Theory 2 / Jazz Improvisation / Color Guard 
 
Concert Band – This class primarily performs Grade III band literature.  A variety of styles and techniques will be covered in 
this class.  During most years this class will perform 3 times during the spring, including a performance at the ISSMA 
Concert Band Festival.   
 
Wind Ensemble – This ensemble will perform Group I band literature.  Advanced musicianship and technical understanding 
is required to be admitted to this class.  During most years this class will perform 5 times during the spring semester, 
including the ISSMA Concert Band State Qualifying Festival.   
 
Symphonic Band – This band will perform primarily Group II literature.  Intermediate understanding of musicianship and 
technical ability is required for this class.  During most years this class will perform 3 times during the semester.   
 
Theory 2 – Offered to upperclassmen for a further understanding of harmony and its role throughout the course of music 
history.  This class culminates in two final arranging/composition projects.   
 
Jazz Improvisation – This class is offered to help the student further understand their role as a soloist in a jazz band or 
combo.   
 
Color Guard – This class is specifically offered to those participating in the winter guard season.   
 
 

 
 



CO-CURRICULAR ENSEMBLE 
 
The Marching Band 
 
The “Castle Marching Knights” are one of the biggest and best marching bands in southern Indiana.  We’re very 
proud of the history and excellence this ensemble has developed over the years.  The season begins during the 
summer (like many other ECA activities at CHS!) and continues on into the fall.  Once the school year starts, the 
Marching Knights have a series of after school rehearsals that help prepare them for the weekend’s competition.  
They also perform at all the home football games as well as school assemblies. The Marching Knights have been 
a state finalist for 16 out of the past 18 years. They compete on a level with the best bands in the state AND 
COUNTRY!  Freshman musicians and color guard members must complete their first semester in marching band 
before they may participate in any of the other ensembles offered by Castle Bands.   There is no required audition 
to participate in the marching band.   
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR ENSEMBLES 
 
The Jazz Bands 
 
We offer two jazz ensembles at Castle Bands!  They meet once a week after school in the spring; and often travel 
to educational jazz festivals throughout Indiana.   The bands specialize in many different styles of jazz (funk, 
rock, etc.) and perform at various times through the school year, including their own concerts, Knight With Castle 
Bands, Jazz Festivals, and other school functions.  Participation is open to band program members only – 
auditions are required to participate.   
 
The Winter Percussion Ensemble 
 
The winter percussion ensemble (a.k.a. – the Winter Drumline) season is congruent with the winter guard.  This 
ensemble is a performance opportunity for our percussionists that wish to continue building their skills in 
advanced performance.   
 
The Winter Guard  
 
The Castle Knights Winter Guard is a fantastic ensemble offered to our color guard members to keep up (and 
build upon!) their skills on the equipment.  The season begins right after the marching band season ends and 
continues through mid March.  Students must successfully complete an audition in order to participate in this 
ensemble.    
 
The Pit Orchestra  
 
This is a small elite group of musicians, which are given the prestigious opportunity to provide live music 
accompaniment to the fall musical at Castle High School.  Ensemble size and instrumentation vary year to year 
due to the variety of musicals that are performed here.  The music is challenging and the experience of 
participating in the pit provides a very unique atmosphere.  Students are selected by the Directors according to 
needed instrumentation and skill levels.   
 
The Pep Band 
 
This group provides the extra energy and excitement to the high school basketball arena.  The band performs at 10 
home games per season due to the busy time of year for the students regarding academics and other ensembles.  
The Pep Band also plays for Pep assemblies, including the infamous “Student vs. Faculty” basketball game!  
Participation is voluntary for this ensemble.   
 
 
 
 

 



Frequently Asked Questions About Marching Band:    
“Are we REALLY going to Disney?” 
YES!  You heard correctly!  Every four years the band elects to take a fun, performance based trip that will allow 
the students to experience a new part of the country.  (Plus, it’s Disney!  How cool is that?!)   
 
“Why are there summer camps?” 
We have a summer-based curriculum (that you get summer school credit for!) that helps train the students so 
they’re ready to go for the season.  We have a preliminary camp in late May/early June that allows us to pass out 
equipment and music.  Then we have our 3-week camp that involves the initial training/education portion where 
the students receive beneficial individualized training.  This summer camp culminates with a “Parent Preview 
Night” at the end where we show all the supporters of the band what we’ve learned.  It is crucial that all incoming 
student attend this camp.   
 
“Is this a class?”   
Yes!  You are graded on participation, attendance, and skill development.  We ask that your student be at all 
scheduled rehearsals.   
 
“Why is it a requirement to be in marching band your freshman year?” 
We have found over the years that new, unique experiences are not often sought after by students at this age.  We 
are confident that your student will grow personally, emotionally, and physically by participating in this life 
changing ensemble.  It sure means something when 200 people stick around from year to year!   
 
“My student is planning on trying out for a school sponsored fall sport; can they still be in the program?” 
Yes – please address this with the high school directors immediately.   
 
“Is there any way to know the schedule for the fall, today?”   
Yes – please check the website:  http://www.CastleBands.org for updated information.  This is the official 
schedule of the program – any updates or changes will be posted there.   
 
“Do we perform at football games?” 
Yes we do – but only at home games.  The fall season has a large time commitment and we try to give the 
members a break whenever we can. 
 
“When/where does the band compete?”   
The band travels to competitions around the area and even ventures into Indianapolis every now and then.  All 
students travel by bus to each competition.  We compete on Saturdays in the fall – we have anywhere from 7 to 12 
competitions a year.  (Sometimes two performances per day!)   
 
“What if my student were to get sick on a trip?” 
Medical personnel are always available at show sites.  We ask that you complete (and update when necessary) a 
student health form.  This helps us aid the medical team in any care or treatment.  You will be immediately 
contacted by either a director or the head chaperone concerning your students’ condition.   
 
“Are bus trips supervised?”   
Yes – we have a team of parents (you can be one of them!) who chaperone on various band trips.  There are some 
perks provided along with being a chaperone including not having to pay for your own gas to the competition! 
($2.45?!  No thank you!)   
 
“Why are there fees associated with being in the band program?”  
The program (not just the marching band) is funded through the booster organization.  We do receive a lot of 
great help from the WCSC, but as always, it is not enough.  We have music and drill written specifically for the 
marching band and we are required to hire an excellent staff to teach your student on an individual level.  Without 
this additional staffing, the program would not be able to compete at the level we desire.   
 
 
 

 



CASTLE BANDS 
NEW MEMBER INFORMATION 

 
 
Student Name________________________________________________Class of 20_ _ 
 
 
Parent / Guardian Name(s)________________________________________________ 
 
 
Street Address____________________________ City_____________Zip Code 476_ _ 
 
 
Home Phone_______________________Cell Phone____________________________ 
 
 
E-Mail Address__________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you like to be added to the Castle Bands e-mail roster?  Y/ N 
 
Instrument: 
__Flute 
__Oboe 
__Bassoon 
__Clarinet 
__Saxophone (Alto, Tenor, Bari) 
__French Horn 
__Trumpet 
__Trombone 
__Baritone 
__Tuba 
__Percussion 
 
Have you taken piano lessons?  Y / N 
 
 
Will you need to utilize a school owned instrument?  Y / N 
 
 
Are you interested in auditioning for the Color Guard?  Y / N 
 
 
Trying out for a fall sport?  If so, which one?   
 

Football – Soccer – Cross Country – Boys Tennis – Varsity Volleyball – Girls Golf - Cheerleading 
 
 
__My student _____________________________ does not plan to participate in the Castle Bands program.   
 
 

Parent Signature_______________________________________ 
 

Please return this evening, or to the Jr. High Band Directors by March 9, 2007 


